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Alphonsus, which displays a 3,800-foot­
high central peak and walls that rise to 
twice that height. South of Alphonsus is an­
other bold crater, Arzachel, with even 
higher ramparts. The interplay of light and 
dark creates a fascinating display - the 
central peak's shadow extends for half the 
crater's 60-mile diameter. 

In between Alphonsus and Arzachel, and 
less than half as big, look for Alpetragius. If 
you catch the sunlight juSt right, you'll see a 
half-dark interior sporting a white-tipped 
peak. 

'. :' Day 23. By now the Moon doesn't rise 
4until after midnight - so to do some lunar 
gazing you'll either have to stay up late or 

nightsl<y 

get up early. But it's worth it: if you're like 
me, you'll never get tired of seeing Rupes 
Recta, the Straight Wall. Tonight look for 
the thin white line of sunlight reflecting off 
its slope. 

The Moon offers stunning views like 
these every night as the terminator sweeps 
across me lunar landscaf:le twice every month. 
r could only touch on some of my favorites 
here; you'll find others labeled on the map 
above. On\:. thing's for sure: the Moon will 
~eem different every time you 10ok.-4 

Patrick Thibault (paU90@hotmail.com) observes 
and sketches the Moon from his backyard in 
Willmar, Minnesota. 


